With the recent warm weather signaling that spring is in the air, the QRWA has a number of events to welcome spring to the watershed area.  We’re getting geared up and ready for a spectacular year for our membership and the community.
It all begins on Saturday, April 3rd, from 9am until noon, with the spring river cleanup of the Quinnipiac River and several of its tributaries.  This annual event is being spearheaded by Rotary International and the local civic clubs will be along the Q River in Meriden, Wallingford, North Haven, New Haven and Cheshire.
Besides the Rotarians and devoted QRWA members, several youth groups and adult volunteers have signed up.  Each town will have a staging area for signups, information, supplies and refreshments.  Boots and old clothes are recommended for this adventurous task.
David James, QRWA VP, Secretary and River Cleanup Chair, is thrilled with the involvement of the Rotary Clubs.  “We greatly appreciate the Rotary’s efforts.  This project helps to meet their club goals and helps the QWRA by providing a willing group of volunteers all along the Q River.  When we add in our other volunteers we are a greater force and we get more of the river cleaned up.  It’s a win-win for everyone.”
On Saturday, April 10th, the Kiwanis Club will help prepare the Butterfly and Bee Garden as part of their “Kiwanis One Day”.  On that day, many Kiwanis Clubs will participate in a local event in their community.  Besides the Meriden Kiwanians, students of the local Key and Builders Clubs, who are under the guidance of the Kiwanis Club, will add to the effort, creating an interactive event, spanning generations.  

The garden is the newest addition to the QRWA property and will create a sanctuary for butterflies and bees.  JoAnne Grabinski, garden coordinator says, “I’m excited that the Kiwanis Club has offered to help get this garden ready for planting.  A lot of work needs to be done and they graciously offered to take care of this challenging task.”  Maureen Bilger, Kiwanis Past President added, “This is a great opportunity for our club to work together with our younger Key and Builder Club members.  And this is such a great project; I can’t wait to see the garden when it’s planted.  This will not only attract butterflies and bees but many visitors as well.”
Photographer Ian Christmann will be showing a photo exhibit of ‘Consider the Quinnipiac’ at the State Capital from April 16th through April 30th.  Ian was the guest speaker at the QWRA’s Annual meeting this past September at the Augusta Curtis Cultural Center.  He spoke passionately about the 38 miles of the Quinnipiac River, the abundant views, recreational opportunities and the vital habitats for wildlife.  Please visit www.considerthequinnipiac.com for more details.
Next on the list is stocking fish at Red Bridge, which will be done during the week of Opening Day of Fishing Season and the Fishing Derby on Saturday, April 17th.  This has been an ongoing effort for a number of years.  “We stock trout, which are local to the area,” noted Peter Picone, wildlife biologist for the CT state DEP.  “This stocking effort helps to replenish the species in Hanover Pond and all along the Quinnipiac River.”  The QRWA would like to thank Mike Roberts, Peter Picone, John Dingle, and the Meriden - Wallingford Rod and Gun Club for their efforts to sustain the local fish population.

We have the 40th anniversary of Earth Day, which is officially April 22nd.  Earth Day is a day designed to inspire awareness and appreciation for the Earth's environment.  The QRWA is committed to bringing people in touch with nature through awareness, education and programs.  Join us as we celebrate Earth Day on Saturday, April 24th within our watershed territory in North Haven and Hamden.  

QRWA Coordinator Sandy Stetson said, “I’m looking forward to these Earth Day events as they bring people together and bring awareness about the QRWA.  I get the opportunity to chat with so many people and share with them about what we do to help the environment and the many programs and events we offer to the public.”
And to round out the month of April, the QRWA will be at Meriden’s 32nd Annual Daffodil Festival, April 24th and 25th, again partnering with Meriden Land Trust and Meriden Conservation Commission.  QRWA President Ginny Chirsky said, “This is a wonderful weekend for Meriden and its citizens.  And of course we’re in great company with the Land Trust and the Conservation Commission, sharing information about the natural resources and recreational activities in Meriden.”
Upcoming QRWA Events – Sunday, May 16, 11 am, 30th Annual Canoe and Kayak Race, launch from the DOT lot on Route 322 in Southington.
The Quinnipiac River Watershed Association (QRWA) is a 501c3 organization whose mission is to restore the Quinnipiac for the health and enjoyment of all citizens and communities along its reach and to educate all students, families, individuals, businesses and governments to be informed stewards of the river.

We provide water activities, events in education, outreach, advocacy, scientific monitoring, conservation, restoration, recreation and public access to the watershed area.  To learn more about the QRWA and future events please visit our website at www.qrwa.org.  Thank you for your support and remember your donations are tax deductable.
