Request for Qualifications

QRWA is requesting qualifications for experienced consultant engineering/environmental firms interested in revising/updating the 2004 Quinnipiac Watershed Action Plan and transition this document and other available data into a USEPA approved Nine Element Watershed Based Plan  http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?a=2719&q=335504&depNav_GID=1654.  The project is funded in part by the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection through a United States Environmental Protection Agency Clean Water Act Section 319 Nonpoint Source Grant.  The project will require coordination with the QRWA and Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection.  The Quinnipiac River watershed is a large, urbanized watershed in the South Central Western Complex major drainage basin.  Documented impairments within this watershed are listed in the List of Connecticut Waterbodies Not Meeting Water Quality Standards in the 2008 State of Connecticut Integrated Water Quality Report.
Studies and data from previous watershed based planning projects in the basin will be utilized to revise and update the 2004 Action Plan to incorporate the EPA’s Nine Elements for Watershed Based Planning (a-i).  DEEP has consolidated available data and is seeking funding to organize the data into a Nine Elements plan, to incorporate the TMDL for bacteria (EPA approved in 2008), to facilitate capacity building, and to prioritize waterbodies and implementation projects within the basin.  Potential focus areas may include the impaired waterbodies of the Quinnipiac main stem, Sodom Brook, Misery Brook, Harbor Brook, Allen Brook, and/or Allen Brook Pond in Wharton Brook State Park.  Outcomes will include prioritization of implementation projects for successful load reductions, leading to the delisting of impaired waterbodies.

Statements of Qualifications must address the Firm’s ability to perform the following elements of the Scope of Work:

1. Work with steering committee consisting of QRWA, DEEP and US EPA;

2. Transition the 2004 Quinnipiac Watershed Action Plan into a draft and final EPA approved 9 Element Watershed Based Plan, including--

a. Incorporate the TMDL for bacteria (EPA approved in 2008)

b. Organize and edit impairment and load reduction sections

c. Revise management measures, technical and financial assistance, and public information and education sections

d. Develop schedule for implementing NPS management measures, milestones, and performance sections

e. Prioritize waterbodies and implementation projects within the basin for successful load reductions, with the goal of delisting impaired waterbodies using local funds.

f. Organize monitoring section

g. Facilitate capacity building to reduce non-point sources

3. Outreach to watershed municipalities

4. Create final document primarily in a high resolution pdf formatted and original ACAD or drafted format for wider distribution, reproduction and future enhancement.

Firms interested in submitting statements of qualifications for this project must have specializations in: experience coordinating outreach activities and working with both the general public and municipal officials; ability and experience in related work, availability of personnel, and the capability of executing the required work within the expected time frames.  Firms may choose to partner to provide requested services.  There is approximately $45,000 available for the project.  The project is expected to be completed within 12 months.

Submit proposals by Monday, October 24, 2011 to:

QRWA

P.O. Box 2825

Meriden, CT 06450

Office phone and fax 203-237-2237 (call first for fax)

Email for office and executive director: qrwa@sbcglobal.net
