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December 2010 – QWRA’s Patriotic Family Day
Life along the Q River… An Update from the Quinnipiac River Watershed Association

By JoAnne Grabinski

The morning of Saturday, September 25 was warm, a brief step back to the hot days of summer.  But the veterans showed up on time and in uniform for the day's special event.  The VFW Post 585 donated a flag pole, flag and bench to the Quinnipiac River Watershed Association and this was the day for the inaugural flag raising.

Joining the Post members, with only a handful of World War II still alive from that area of bravery, were several AmVets Post 83, including QRWA board member and building chair Paul Roy, and Meriden's own Antique Veterans representing several branches of the armed services.  The veterans were treated to coffee while they chatted before the days’ events.

Before the official ceremony began, long time QRWA supporter Bill Godburn, who spearheaded the flag donation, presented QRWA president Ginny Chirsky with an original painting of Red Bridge.  Ginny gratefully accepted the oil painting on behalf of the entire QRWA organization, thanking Bill for his sharing his talent with the community.  "This lovely painting will be proudly hung in our lobby of our building once it is complete.  It is a treasure, much like Bill himself."
Everyone started to gather around the flagpole with the area recently landscaped by QRWA member and Master Gardener Melissa Haseley.  Ginny spoke briefly thanked all those who made this event possible: the generous and patriotic donations of Post 585, installation of the flagpole and castle by mason Frank Basch, and Paul Roy who organized the ceremony.  Noted Ginny, "The raising of this flag is symbolic of the raising of our hopes for this organization and this building.  We are forever indebted to the men of Post 585 as we are to all our veterans."

As the crowd gathered the men took their places, with Commander Charlie Moyles giving direction to start the ceremony with a bugle call, followed by the Antique Veterans providing a loud but brief salute with their rifles.
Bill Godburn led the inaugural flag raising surrounded by members of Post 585 saluting Old Glory as she slowly traveled up the pole to the cheers of the crowd.  Once to the top there was a burst of applause celebrating this historic event.

With the QRWA's Family Day officially begun events began to take on a life of their own.  Members of Beat the Street and the NAACP went for a canoe ride up the Quinnipiac River Gorge, while other children participated in garden themed arts and crafts overseen by Julie and Anne.  Certified Master Gardeners Becky and Patti were available to offer information about destructive and invasive insects, the monarch butterfly migration and tours of the Butterfly & Bee garden.
Over 70 people lined up for paddle lessons on Hanover Pond to participate in Family Day and many enjoy a walk through the Butterfly & Bee Garden.  Others enjoyed refreshments of hotdogs and cool drinks while still others learned more about WOW Green, non-toxic cleaning products and on-going fundraiser for the QRWA.

The QRWA’s Family Day was filled with sunshine, lots of fun activities and hopes for a bright future while the Stars and Stripes found a new home right on the water.

Upcoming QRWA Events: Christmas in the Village – Saturday, December 4, 2010, 2:00-5:30 pm, Main Street, South Meriden.

Winter Hike – Sunday, February 13, 1:30 pm.  Meet at Quinnipiac River State Park at the end of Banton Street, North Haven, CT.
The Quinnipiac River Watershed Association (QRWA) is a 501c3 organization whose mission is to restore the Quinnipiac for the health and enjoyment of all citizens and communities along its reach and to educate all students, families, individuals, businesses and governments to be informed stewards of the river.

We provide water activities, events in education, outreach, advocacy, scientific monitoring, conservation, restoration, recreation and public access to the watershed area. To learn more about the QRWA and future events, please visit our website at www.qrwa.org.  Thank you for your support and remember your donations are tax deductable.
