The Quinnipiac River Watershed Association

Annual Membership Meeting

September 9th, 2009

Augusta Curtis Cultural Center 

175 East Main Street, Meriden, CT
Present: Ginny Chirsky, David James, Mike Mordarski, Paul Roy, Peter Picone, Marty Mador, Deb Mason, Dan Pelletier, Mary Mushinsky (staff)

Excused: Roger Kemp

1.      Call to Order

 

2. Opening Remarks/President’s Report 

 

          Ginny Chirsky: introduced board by saying successful leaders surround themselves with an effective team. Intro included: 

a.       David James –Vice President, sounding board for president, chair of annual source to sound cleanup. 

b.      Mike Mordarski – Treasurer 

c.       Past presidents: Peter Picone who chairs fish stocking and osprey nest construction, fall and winter nature walks, wildlife specialist. Marty Mador – watercraft transport, lower river representative, runs water tours.

d.      Membership chair Deb Mason-Maydag who also runs turtle preservation program.

e.       Roger Kemp – Hanover Pond subcommittee member

f.        Dan Pelletier – canoe race organizer, and 20 year veteran of American Canoe Association Staff

g.       Paul Roy – Canoe race chair and one man building chair and committee. Paul is largely responsible for all progress on future head quarters building.

Ginny speaking of progress overview. Renovation approved as grassroots effort $10,000 grant from CUNO Corp. with additional $10,000 challenge grant for our raising $30,000 in donations and labor. 2008 inclusion of work by Wilcox Tech school students. $5,000 CDBG city grant for furnace. Lions club commitment to help fund and construct building.

 

3.      Financial Report

          Mike Mordarski: 2008 ended with $7,656 balance loss of $4,000- $5,000

2009 ended with $17,391 balance

 

4.      Executive Director Report

          Mary Muchinksy: Finishing five-year outreach program funded by Dept. of Agriculture. 

          Clean water act to reduce water pollution. 

          1500 drain markings to discourage dumping

          4 buffers restored in 4 towns

          8 municipalities coached in management practices

          5,000 landowner guides distributed

          161 friends of river registered

          Business outreach beginning

          CL&P grant for wildlife protection. Fishway in Wallingford transferred to Save the Sound. 

          biannual fish-lift at Wallacedam. Osprey nest construction, turtle monitoring

          Public Trails – CDBG and Community foundation of New Haven supported paddling program that trained 80 people. A wildlife brochure for the river in the making. Dan Pelletier initiated introduction to paddling in Hanover Pond. Working on getting 100 ft buffer protection for waterways through state legislature.

 

 

5.      Election of Directors

          Nominating chairman – Marty Mador: two kinds of boards: self-perpetuating where board names members and successors, or member driven where the board is elected by organization members. We are the latter. 4 members up for vote. Peter, Marty, Paul, and David. Floor opened for nominations. All of the above, with floor nomination for Mark, done with one vote. In favor. 
6.      Announcements

          Next Board meeting – October 14th, 2009

 

7.      Adjournment of Annual Meeting Business

 

8.      Guest Speaker

          Ian Christmann

          Meeting was followed by 15 minutes presentation by photographer Ian Christmann. Ian discussed and displayed his two year project of documenting the history, struggles, and life of and life along the Quinnipiac River. A moving work of art that as Peter Picone expressed “complements the science of ecology.”
 

 

