It started out as an idea when JoAnne Grabinski was walking her dog, Snip.  She was working on her Master’s degree and one of the many requirements was to do a research project.  She thought a butterfly and bee garden would be nice, since both insect families have been experiencing hardships recently.  Butterflies, especially monarchs, are losing their natural meadow habitats containing milkweed, a primary food source, to developers as well as their winter residence of fir trees in Mexico.  Bees too, have been having troubles with Colony Collapse Disorder, or CCD, a condition which causes them to mysteriously abandon their hives for no apparent reason.  Between the two of them, they account for up to 33% of the pollination of our fruits and vegetables and are a key link in our food source production.
The Quinnipiac River Watershed Association came to the rescue by enabling JoAnne to have the Butterfly & Bee garden on the headquarters’ property on Oregon Road in Meriden.  President Ginny Chirsky has been wholeheartedly behind the effort saying, “While we are an organization whose primary mission is to protect, restore and enjoy the Quinnipiac River, this garden enhances our future Environmental Education Center that sits right on the shores of Hanover Pond.  Addressing the decline of butterflies and bees is another example of how we need to protect and nurture our environment.”

One of the benefits of the garden is its location; it’s nestled between two popular linear trails, one paved and the other natural.  People have to walk right by the garden to walk the Gorge trail and that has proven to be beneficial to many.  It is JoAnne’s hope that walkers will take a slight detour to spend some time in the garden for inspiration, reflection and conversation.
JoAnne worked diligently and her efforts were rewarded in numerous way.  She received a $2,500 grant from Yankee Gas Services and has gratefully used those funds to establish the garden.  Donations of many kinds came in to help make this a community effort from the fencing, to the mulch and compost to trap rock to the bird baths to the loaning of professional equipment to the many plants from growers and individuals.  Others donated their time and talents, most notably Frank Basch for the whimsical sign and all-around muscle and Melissa Haseley, certified master gardener, who designed the garden and complied the plant list.

JoAnne had the opportunity to speak to several Meriden organizations including the Rotary, Kiwanis, Senior Center, Linear Trail Advisory Committee, South Meriden Lions and the Red Hats.  Many organizations and their members contributed to this effort.

Many thanks goes to Dan Adamik of Meriden’s Venture Program, where students and staff created 64 incredible stepping stones and one beautiful insect themed stone for the entrance.  The creativity is amazing and the stones will add so much to the garden.

Other groups have contributed to the project including a bench from the Meriden Intermediate Club, a rustic bench crafted by St. Mary’s Boy Scout Troop 28 under the direction of Gary Scranton Jr. and an arbor by QRWA board member Marty Mador.
The project began with staking the garden’s perimeter; a 50’ x 50’ square, then the design was painted on the ground and was edged to establish the garden beds.  Next 30 yards of compost was spread to smother any weeds and create the beds.  Several weeks later the garden was planted by volunteers on two consecutive days with purchased and donated plants.
“This has been a wonderful project to work on,” states JoAnne.  “I’m amazed at the generosity of the community to make this project become a reality.  With so many people contributing just one small thing that together we have created a delightful place for insects and humans alike.”  She describes that is garden is a perfect example of the ‘Butterfly Effect’, where one small change can have a huge impact on an area.
QRWA Executive Director Mary Mushinsky adds, “This garden enhances the biodiversity of the Dossin Beach area and is a living reminder of the importance of these pollinators to a healthy environment.”
Melissa Haseley, QRWA member and master gardener commented, “It’ll take a good three years for the garden to be fully established, but it looks great right now.”  A variety of plants were selected including native, perennials, annuals and herbs for their varying bloom times and needed sources for larva and nectar.
Volunteers are still needed to water, weed and mulch the garden.  If you are interested in physically helping with the garden please contact JoAnne at 203-235-0775 or through the QRWA website, www.qrwa.org.  We will continue to accept plants and monetary donations.

JoAnne submitted her final paper and expects to receive her degree this summer and encourages you to stop by and visit the Butterfly and Bee Garden.
Upcoming QRWA Events:
Water Trails Day – Saturday, June 5th.  Mary Mushinsky and Dan Pelletier will be giving paddle lessons on the Quinnipiac River at Hanover Pond from 9 a.m. to 12 noon.  Learn to steer and you may qualify for a cruise down the 5 mile Quinnipiac Downriver Classic Canoe/Kayak Race course.  To register, call (203) 237-2237.
National Trails Days – Saturday, June 5th.  Join us with our partners the Meriden Conservation Commission, Meriden Land Trust and the Linear Trail Advisory Committee at Dossin Beach Park from 10 to 11:30 a.m.  QWRA board member Roger Kemp will give a brief update on the building restoration project.

QRWA Annual Flea Market – date to be announced.  Either buy a table to sell your own items or stop by to see what treasures you can find.  Please check web site for details www.qrwa.org.
Summer Paddle Program – July and August, 2010.  In cooperation with the City of Meriden's Community Development Block Grant Program, QRWA staff and interns will offer family paddling days.  To register, call (203) 237-2237.
The Quinnipiac River Watershed Association (QRWA) is a 501c3 organization whose mission is to restore the Quinnipiac for the health and enjoyment of all citizens and communities along its reach and to educate all students, families, individuals, businesses and governments to be informed stewards of the river.

We provide water activities, events in education, outreach, advocacy, scientific monitoring, conservation, restoration, recreation and public access to the watershed area.  To learn more about the QRWA and future events, please visit our website at www.qrwa.org.  Thank you for your support and remember your donations are tax deductable.
